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On the Letters from Kojima Torajiro to Ohara Magosaburo, Part 2
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Of the letters Kojima Torajiro (1881-1929) sent to Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943) and which were kept at the Oharas’
principal residence in Kurashiki-shi, Okayama, where Magosaburo was based, the fifty-five letters which were not included
in “On the Letters from Kojima Torajiro to Ohara Magosaburo” in Bulletin of Ohara Art Institute 1 (Ohara Art Institute,
May 2025, referred to hereafter as Bulletin 1) are introduced.

These letters were sent between October 8, 1902 (Meiji 35) and January 19, 1906 (Meiji 39). Date-wise, they overlap
with the forty letters from June 30, 1903 (Meiji 36) to November 27, 1907 (Meiji 40) introduced in Bulletin 1.

In Bulletin 1, priority was given to forty letters describing the process through which Kojima produced Garden of
Sympathy and Watermill in the Village, two paintings he submitted to the Tokyo Industrial Exposition in March 1907 (Meiji
40), and Kojima’s activities before leaving for Europe. The fifty-five letters introduced here supplement the content of
Kojima’s activities introduced in the forty letters presented in Bulletin 1 and also convey some new evidence.

One newly confirmed point is that Kojima saw the Sumitomos’ collection at the Sumitomo family’s villa in Suma,
Hyogo. This conversely indicates that the art collection including works by Claude Monet, Jean-Paul Laurens, Kanokogi
Takeshiro, and Asai Chu assembled by Sumitomo Tomoito (Shunsui) was shown, though probably in restricted form, to
art students.

Secondly, we found out that Kojima visited Mera, Chiba the year after Aoki Shigeru (1882-1911) stayed there. Following
the outcome of the Tokyo Industrial Exposition, Aoki was to lead a life in stark contrast to that led by Kojima. In order to
produce A Gift of the Sea, 1904 (Meiji 37), Aoki stayed in a location close to Mera Beach on the Boso Peninsula. The fact
that Kojima visited Mera the following year prompts us to give thought to Kojima’s awareness of Aoki’s existence.
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