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Bizen Ware by Hamada Shoji
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YANAGISAWA Hideyuki (Senior Advisor, Ohara Art Foundation)
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Hamada Shoji (1894-1978) produced pottery with his base in Mashiko-machi, Tochigi. As a leading potter of his time, he
was designated as a holder of Important Intangible Cultural Property (Living National Treasure). Moreover, together with
Yanagi Muneyoshi (1889-1961), Kawai Kanjiro (1890-1966), and others, he was a longtime leader of the Mingei move-
ment from the mid-1920s onward.

Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943), founder of Ohara Museum of Art, and his son, Soichiro (1909-1968), handsomely
supported the Mingei movement over two generations. They acknowledged Hamada and Kawai as realizers of this move-
ment, and collected major works by such artists. After Yanagi Muneyoshi’s death, Ohara Soichiro assumed the chairmanship
of Nihon Mingei Kyokai (The Japan Folk Craft Association), and the works collected by father and son were put on public
view at Ohara Museum of Art in separate galleries set up in 1961 (Showa 36) featuring the four artists Hamada, Kawai,
Tomimoto Kenkichi (1886-1963), and Bernard Leach (1887-1979).

It was also Soichiro that established Kurashiki Mingeikan (Kurashiki Museum of Folkcraft) in 1948 (Showa 23). This
was the second folkcraft museum after Nihon Mingeikan ( Japan Folk Crafts Museum) in Komaba, Tokyo, and was in-
tended as a base for the Mingei movement in Okayama Prefecture and surrounding areas in Western Japan. Seven works of
Bizen ware produced by Hamada Shoji are kept at Kurashiki Mingeikan. In 1951 (Showa 26), the porcelain kiln at
Okayama Prefectural Industrial Laboratory asked Hamada to come and give them advice. Hamada toured the potteries in
Okayama, one of which was Inbe in Bizen-shi, where Bizen ware was produced. The works in the Kurashiki Mingeikan
collection are presumed to have been the fruit of Hamada’s encounter with the local potters on that occasion.

In this article, with the seven works of Bizen ware produced by Hamada Shoji as the starting point, the Ohara family’s
involvement in the Mingei movement and the situation of Bizen ware in those days are looked back on. In a recent publi-
cation, Jomon, kakumei to nashonarizumu (Jomon: revolution and nationalism) (Ohta Publishing Co., June 2025), by
Nakajima Takeshi, there is a chapter on “Hamada Shoji and Jomon Pottery Making” In 1950 (Showa 25), Hamada Shoji
and his apprentice Shimaoka Tatsuzo (1919-2007), who also became a holder of Important Intangible Cultural Property,
were involved in reproducing Jomon pottery. This incident and the significance of Hamada’s production of Bizen ware
immediately after this project are also examined.
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