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Based on the trend in recent years to reexamine women artists, the purpose of this article is to reconsider the historical
status of Paik Namsoon (1904-1994), a woman artist of colonial Korea, from the point of view of the unbalanced system
and standards supporting “great artists,” which have been criticized by the history of feminist art. Studies and exhibitions
on women artists have been undertaken successively in Japan and Korea, and attempts to scoop up the progress of forgot-
ten artists have been accumulated. On the other hand, there is still a situation in which it is difficult for women to be
narrated as the natural center. Paik Namsoon traversed Korea, Japan, and France. Despite being one of the few women
artists whose works were accepted at government-sponsored exhibitions and who experienced studying in Paris, Paik’s
works were scattered and lost through war and migration, and she has long been referred to only fragmentarily under the
conventional view cast on women artists. Following a survey conducted by art critic Lee Gu-yeol and the exhibition of
Paradise (c. 1936) belonging to Min Young-soon in 1981, Paik began to be discussed again. This proved more than a mere
“discovery” and can be considered as an incident which shed renewed light on the gap in modern Korean art history and
male-oriented descriptions.

With focus on Paradise, a work by Paik that remains, I have checked archive materials such as newspaper or magazine
articles and letters to consider what it meant for a Korean woman artist of the time to live as a professional artist by pro-
ducing her works based on contact with modern knowledge and experiences of foreign culture. To be more precise,
began by surveying the expanse of female education at the beginning of the twentieth century, and traced Paik’s activities
while studying in Japan and after she returned to Korea in an attempt to examine how her involvement with Japan af-
fected the process of building her identity. Furthermore, through archives on Paik’s studies and life after going to France, I
have uncovered how she determined her policies on producing art and her style of representation amid the intertwine-
ment of working as an artist and a woman’s living conditions. Lastly, by tracing the trajectory of her works and activities, I
have revealed how her experiences of crossing borders defined the course of her work and the shaping of her identity in
Korea during the colonial period. I hope this reconsideration of the historical status of women artists will prove an oppor-
tunity to reexamine the framework of art history and art criteria.
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