TR

ERGHEIZH TR TEDAISERER (3):
TallPa- VA—(EED (#ER) ) (1925-295F ) % F /(2

Creative Utilization of the Underlayer in Modern Painting (3): With Focus on Clown (1925-29) by Georges Rouault
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In this study, the painting techniques of Georges Rouault (1871-1958) are examined based on scientific investigation on
mainly Clown (Profile) (1925-29) in the Ohara Muscum of Art collection. This painting was once part of the former
Fukushima Collection, which is presumed to have had a significant influence on modern Japanese yoga (Western-style
painting) artists, especially the formation of Matsumoto Shunsuke’s multilayering technique. It shows the techniques and
matiéres Roualt employed in the midterm of his career. The scientific investigation undertaken on this painting this time
consisted of diagonal light photography, ultraviolet photography, infrared photography, X-ray photography, and X-ray
fluorescence (XRF) analysis.

The results of the scientific investigation confirmed Roualt’s mid-period multilayering technique of repeated painting
and scraping, which has already been reported by Fukushima Shigetaro, Ito Ren, and others. X-ray photographs revealed
marked traces of scraping and wiping off. XRF analysis detected many ingredients of colors other than the paint con-
cerned or that in adjacent areas, suggesting that fragments of paint or fine powder got scattered and that thin layers of
paint indistinguishable to the naked eye extend fragmentarily. Furthermore, the density of the depiction of the figure and
the brushstrokes around the clown’s hat alluding to a dome can be regarded as Roualt’s implications of “incarnation” and
“solemnity.” The Catholicism in Roualt’s works and his approach to classical painting techniques and matiéres share an
underlying interest in pursuit and revival of lost “classics.”

To be precise, one could say that while referring to classical paintings, Roualt created an entirely new painting tech-
nique relativizing the alla prima technique, which had become the standard from modern times onward. That is because,
although the multilayered character of Roualt’s technique does correspond to the standard of studies on classical painting
techniques of the time, present-day studies consider that not a few classical paintings employed the alla prima technique.
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