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Preface

I would like to write a few words on the occasion of the launch of the Bulletin of the Ohara
Art Institute.

With the aim of contributing to the world and the future through research on art, Ohara
Art Foundation founded Ohara Art Institute. This bulletin is one of the fruits of such efforts.

W carry out research freely without being bound to established notions of our subjects or
fields of research. Meanwhile, we do adhere to the locality of Kurashiki, where this institute was
established. Through such independence and adherence, we wish to create views and values that
can emerge only here.

We hope this bulletin will serve as a door that will connect the fruit of the research under-
taken at our institute to the society. We believe that the various views which pass through this
door will encounter the society, trigger new chemical reactions, and lead to hopes for the future.

I wish to thank Miura Atsushi, deputy director of the Institute, and all the researchers, who,
despite the sudden passing of our director Takashina Shuji, have keenly pursued their studies
and shared their valuable views cherishing the wishes of the late Professor Takashina. I am also
grateful that by launching this bulletin, this team is endeavoring to shape the future of Ohara
Art Institute together. It would be an unsurpassable delight if the readers of this bulletin would
be able to take a step toward the future together with us.

In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all those who put in their efforts
to launch this bulletin. We shall continue to deepen our studies on art and contribute to the

future world.

April 1, 2025
Ohara Akane
Chair, Ohara Art Foundation
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Foreword to the Inaugural Issue

I never even dreamed that I would be writing this foreword for the inaugural issue of the Bulletin
of the Ohara Art Institute. This was originally meant to be written by Takashina Shuji, the first
director of Ohara Art Institute, who sadly passed away on October 17 last year. I am very sorry
that we cannot read it, and all I can do is to do my best to substitute Professor Takashina’s words as
deputy director.

The establishment of Ohara Art Institute, the first art institute in Japan, was the late Director
Takashina’s long-cherished dream. He often spoke about the Courtauld Institute of Art in London
and the French National Institute for Art History (INHA) in Paris. An institute comprising an
art museum and a collection of art. While placing fine art at its core, an institute aiming at human
studies traversing fields. There, in the future, it might even be possible to provide art education in a
way different from universities. This Bulletin of the Ohara Art Institute marks the first step toward
such a dream. The reason is that what lies at the basis of the Ohara Art Institute’s mission is no
other than steady research on the works and historical materials in its collection and publication of
the fruit of such studies. Needless to say, the Bulletin is a significant medium through which such
findings are conveyed.

In this inaugural issue, letters and a diary written by Kojima Torajiro, who built the initial
Ohara Museum of Art collection together with Ohara Magosaburo, are introduced. The fact
that studies on Kojima form the basis of the Art Institute is endorsed by the release of a digital
catalogue raisonné of the works by Kojima Torajiro around the same time as the publication of
this inaugural issue of the Bulletin. There are also reports on scientific surveys of the techniques
and mediums of works in our collection. A point worthy of mention is that these reports are the
fruit of collaboration with outside researchers. In addition, there is also a study on the collection
of Kurashiki Archaeological Museum, which, together with Ohara Museum of Art, is part of our
Institute. These dissertations, articles, and studies may be small contributions made by the re-
searchers. However, without them, our function as an art institute will not begin.

It is our sincere wish to interact with other research institutions and museums. Through joint
research on artists, artworks, and themes or co-organizing of exhibitions, symposiums, and study
meetings, substantial activities unrealizable by a single institute become possible. I believe in the
potential for such a network to spread not only within Kurashiki but all over Japan and further
across the world. This Bulletin is also effective as a means to develop such a creative network.

I hope this Bulletin will prove a medium which embodies the essence and course of action of

Obhara Art Institute.

April 1, 2025
Miura Atsushi
Director, Ohara Museum of Art
Director, Kurashiki Archaelogical Museum

Deputy Director, Ohara Art Institute
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This study focuses on modern painting techniques, especially the utilization of multilayered compositions. To be

more precise, it makes a close examination of how the underlayer or former works are reused, and of expressions

making creative use of scratches, scrapes, or parts of the underlayer left unpainted. Furthermore, by visualizing

the kinetic process through which a painting is produced by means of scientific investigation, it aims to reveal

the art historic significance of such applications. In this study, Ciry (August 1940, Ohara Museum of Art) by

Matsumoto Shunsuke is examined as a work in which layering techniques employed in Western old master

paintings were applied. Several kinds of scientific tests were conducted on City this time, namely diagonal light

photography, ultraviolet photography, infrared photography, and X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analysis.

The results of the scientific tests undertaken in this study correspond basically to the process of multilayered

painting inferred from Matsumoto’s memos. For example, ultraviolet photographs show traces of varnish having

been applied. Infrared photographs reveal dilution of the glaze (transparent overcoat) layer and make the
matiere of the underlayer visible. Diagonal light photographs reveal the thick paint on the bright sections. XRF
analysis suggests that there were not so many different kinds of pigments employed. Such correspondence pro-

vides scientific evidence that Matsumoto employed classical layering techniques such as making use of the

underlayer by glazing and enhanced the dominant color by limiting the coloring. This suggests that

Matsumoto’s method of expression had a value of its own differing from conventional alla prima painting (wet-

on-wet approach).
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Creative Utilization of the Underlayer in Modern Painting (2): With Focus on Bird Cage (1925) by Pablo Picasso

FMIET (LuMEEAKRESHHERLHER)

TAKAOKA Chikako (Chief Curator, Head of Research Department, Ohara Art Foundation)

KT iE R (ERERAENEEFBNESLRHIER)

OSHITA Koji (Professor, Department of Foreign Studies, Faculty of Foreign Languages, Kibi International University)

Pl ER 2 4h, (VB A S TS AL RIBIR)

ABE Yoshinari (Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Chemistry, School of Engineering, Tokyo Denki University)

BAEZ (AHMEEAKRSHMEARABHEE - 33 8)
TSUKAMOTO Takayuki (Conservator, Curator, Research Department, Ohara Art Foundation)

BE

XTSI R B (19254F, KIFFEMiAEE) &, R ¥ 2 ¥ ALBRE S i L 36100
L EE R ORI R 215 AIAF SR TOIIR20ER I OH IO VD THE, 2OEKBLIIV 7Y = —
Tavt=F = VD BEDPIYBENSTIY, AT -0 SR E 238 5 E #iEH LI KRB R I
DA, AEENIHE B DR BTG 2 LT AL CIRIE D e UL AL LIS Il 2 (o b R A LTI,

ZZTARMTE, Blo 30 S HENTOA(BHN BN PES MO EE 2 ks RiE» LI
EHY ORBUODCTRAET B HTIY K12 DD I EERRATC, OED, WX I 2IE U k3 2 IEm -
FEBMIC L2 —HORIERE D LD T 7 0—FThY, IV EDXFEIR D HAR NI, EQPET ZHEH
SSYTHIZLICE Y ORI T35, BRSPS Hi» oD 7 7 n—FThH 5,

FEE RHERA LT (BN T IR LR R 2/ A= DIEAE T AR IR 2 e IR &N/
23, TRICIARE O LI R 2 0%, RO OS2 b)) OFFEEVHERE TS, Z2HUid-oT, RMER
% ARG P AR THLE VIR EDRRINAZEE -1, 212, Blob SO ERBOALGT, TEICh
HIZIPYBHFETHEr T X DI L5508 TIETREDARA— R T 50, YD Sk
KT OABENERYEET 22D TSICDTHE, 2LT, PHE—EDOBIRI LY Xt 2nD~F =
— VD EET, 1925 AR B DA S TH I AY B RATOLZLRIEHL TV, 20X L2 RaH
RD=F T — VDIEFRECITAUL, CHIHEMD L BHEE DGR T > SOEHE DR L EEICH
%5, ZLT, ZNODT1204EMEIE S H BB AR RE AL ZHIE, RO OILIEREE D R EPHER D
ALY, FHHUABEbABR THAILEBR T 2D THH 1,

The oil painting Bird Cage (1925, Ohara Museum of Art) is one of the still lifes by Pablo Picasso dating from the mid-1920s,
when the artist adroitly combined multiple styles of painting including Cubism and classicism. The rich variations and
matiere of Picasso’s expressions in those still lifes were outstanding. He eagerly employed expressions utilizing scratching
and layering of paint, and created numerous oil paintings which would never have been realized without the premise that
a painting is composed of multiple layers of paint.

Consequently, this study focuses on Bird Cage, in which the artist made frequent use of scratching. How Picasso utilized
the multilayered structure of the paint on his painting was verified in two ways. Firstly, a scientific approach involving a
series of nondestructive, noncontact tests such as X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analysis. Secondly, an approach from copies,
observation records, and texts produced by Japanese artists of the time, particularly Thara Usaburo, who saw works by
Picasso in Paris.

As a result, scientific tests indicate that there is not much possibility of an image different from that on the surface layer
of Bird Cage existing on the underlayer. Nevertheless, it can be assumed that colors different from the painting on the sur-
face layer, particularly brown (burnt sienna), exist on the underlayer, which reinforces the hypothesis that this painting is
composed of multiple layers. This analysis also enabled us to understand how Picasso applied scratching not only to the
surface layer but also to the underlayer in what appears to be the traditional scribing method, thus making creative use of
the underlayer in diverse ways. Through a series of observations, Thara pointed out that Picasso retried his Cubist-period
experiments with his matiéres in 1925 employing paint only. Picasso’s pursuit of matiére originating in Cubism overlaps
closely with the development of his application of the multilayered structure of a painting and his use of the scratching
technique. The fact that it reached a certain height in the mid-1920s, when Cubism and classicism coexisted, indicates that
such coexistence was a phenomenon relating not only to Picasso’s subject matters and styles but to his techniques too.
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A Report on the Surveying of the Sutra Tiles Excavated from An’yoji Daisan Kyozuka in the Kurashiki Archaeological Museum Collection
—Utilization of the “Hikari Takuhon” App—

T (ABMEEARREHARAFATRHALE - $328)
BAN Yuko (Curator, Research Department, Ohara Art Foundation)

£

ZOEMIEIE T, BHE SO BRI TH AL ETFE “ R I L O LA DI L m{& L
FRIZOWT, 20BRPHRETIDTHS,

FHESF R 3 IAIIBFN334F (1958 (- RS FH L O TR T O THASNISEW TDHY, J
PR DEEF 35T, KB LT EAR 2 — A3 D0 BEL, Ui AR 2 2 THo T 5, &
FHIZz D M THE L, R TIORETRE SN TU I, WAMERFE DRFFEHILDICH I
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This is a report on the process of re-sorting and recording images of the sutra tiles excavated from An’yoji Daisan
Kyozuka (The Third Sutra Mound at An'yoji, a temple in Kurashiki) and kept at Kurashiki Archaeological Museum.

The sutra tiles in the third sutra mound in An’yoji are relics discovered on a hill behind the temple during an
excavation undertaken in 1958 (Showa 33). After the excavation, using water, each one of the tiles were separated,
the inscriptions were deciphered, and the sutras were identified. The tiles were then wrapped in paper and stored
in an upright position in wooden boxes. However, due to deterioration of the wrapping paper and wooden boxes
over time, there was a danger of the sutra tiles disintegrating. Therefore, in order to re-sort them, the damages
were recorded, and each tile was transferred into an individual tray. The sutra tiles have deteriorated severely, and
the re-sorting needs to be carried out little by little checking each one against the report. In addition to normal
photographs, “Hikari Takuhon,” i.e., optical rubbing, a unique image processing technology, has also been at-
tempted as a new form of recording them.

Even with “Hikari Takuhon” (optical rubbing), it is difficult to decipher the letters which have already worn
away. However, it has enabled us to confirm how the surface of the sutra tile was adjusted, lattice-shaped traces,
and the surfacing of hitherto unreported lines on picture tiles. While we do need to improve the precision of
utilization of the “Hikari Takuhon” app, we have found that it is an effective means to retain a lot of information.
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On the Letters from Kojima Torajiro to Ohara Magosaburo

K ETE (AXHREAEREHEE)

MIZUSHIMA Hiroshi (Researcher, Yurinkai Foundation)

BERFBAT (ABMERAKRBEEHRUEAS =77 F/3( #-)
YANAGISAWA Hideyuki (Senior Advisor, Ohara Art Foundation)

5

R KR (1881-1929) %, BB SEMAEME ALE LW > LA b I1C o TREB I KR B2 U T
KIFFR =B (1880-1943) ~& | AAAALRHZFE T 7o G40 EHE N T 5,

LD, FILEABTH OKRFEFEAIRINIAOT, MEZ [FEGVEE  RIEARR] L
THE T A0 M B NA B2 DK B ERTFE B OFA I L BUED TR ST,

ZOWNE. WERKEBO R PO T 2DAL LT, AARIACEMT BRI > THEELE
BHEH 2 KB L2 OFIA PR 5 LI AR AR S I OWIRTFATIZ L5 4%
B OB EERA~DIRB 2T LUTRAT 2,

FLAA L MLTE, BRI HO RIS S 2 M~ AR PRI LI(L SV DE). (B
DIKH) DHIERTRE, 2D, ERKT 52 TO RS DOEMPIIBETER LB oD, KR, 2D
BEATORD PR UTSEM DMK ATRILLIC LS O TSI, ZOWERKICOCTIR T T
WEPE(EATOIZZED L LT,

FPo. W EMAR I I BIREL THY RO RIS S EM R A B ThH -7 B
2, EDIS LB T, ENODIEMBIEL R B~DOH T BboTW I ZEMBABNETHY, 2D LI,
FE(DICOADCHIDE) (T =747V FEMME) 2 S L2 6, =5 R L IEFHTi %52 072
BARELDOX I #E 25120 D S50 B15A9,

Kojima Torajiro (1881-1929) received financial support from Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943) from when he
entered Tokyo Bijutsu Gakko (Tokyo Fine Arts School) throughout his lifetime. Introduced here are forty letters
which Kojima wrote to Ohara while he was a student at the art school.

These letters remained at the Oharas’ principal residence in Kurashiki-shi, Okayama, and their existence was
confirmed through a survey undertaken by Mizushima Hiroshi, a researcher at Yurinkai Foundation, which runs
the former residence as OHARA HOUSE KATALYZER.

The contents of these letters not only reveal the course Kojima Torajiro followed but are considered as precious
documents for research on modern Japanese art history. Besides a reprint of the entire contents of Kojima’s letters
transcribed by Mizushima, Yanagisawa Hideyuki of Ohara Art Foundation explains the significance of each letter
and provides commentaries on the overall content.

The main points that can be grasped through these letters are the process of the production of Kojima Torajiro’s
Garden of Sympathy and Watermill in the Village, which were accepted for the art exhibition at Tokyo Industrial
Exposition, and his activities until he went to Europe. It has hitherto been assumed that Kojima’s five-year-long
stay in Europe was realized as a result of his success at the Industrial Exposition. However, these letters reveal that
Kojima had already harbored a fervent desire to go to Europe before that.

There are also descriptions of how Kuroda Seiki, who was Kojima’s teacher at Tokyo Fine Arts School and also
ajudge for the art exhibition at Tokyo Industrial Exposition, was involved in the production of those works and
the submission of them to the Exposition. This could also lead to a comparison with Aoki Shigeru, whose
Paradise under the Sea (Artizon Museum) was submitted to the same exhibition but received low marks, the
lowest third prize.
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REFEXRBBAEE 19194 (KIE8HE)

An Introduction to Kojima Torajiro’s Diary for 1919 (Taisho 8)

) & D A (MBI EA KB H & LEHES)

YOSHIKAWA Ayumi (Senior Fellow, Senior Curator, Ohara Art Foundation)

£

BHYR R 2 GIEANRIEE, B, 1900 Db Y 5> 619204584 220 Tidi B L7 ERE R V8 B Bk B
(1881-1929) 1%, 7 7V ADHE REMp DR P E L FFK OB E LU, FHli 215 7c NI TH 5, IR,
FERER A SEERTHHRIFFHR A (1880-1943) O X[ L HIE 25T, 9 —ny AR A Y
IUMEEMPIUEL, HAISIERLICZET YOS, [ HARDZEM R DI2DIZ | L3Nk HIY
AU TR SN ML, B AR EIZE LTS Zed— M 23 BA S, 19304 0D JF SEA iF Br £ LUK
TR R RAINAZLEL S, WBRERELTOERELELC, AR LI —ay i sk
AV MEIOZEHEC) S TOEELER PR LIZOTHS,

A&, WEFERERD A2 - BA T80 THA, WEIXKFFHEZEREELI KR EMEE D
BRI A TDHY, 2O DHERYFES H L OMFHL L O EEDO S TH-T2, HilCiisn
M ENHROEZEEILAA, 414, W T 2558 R FE o B P o 1 A BT
WZHIEHT, BELTORE DR NAL ) T, BEEHORCERTHE, L L, IR
ZELTHEFETIL SN G AL EEZRTH Y., SIS, SN LBR OB Ic T o sn
TEADOD, HELAKREREESIETRALIENIINE T 572, AR T, FHHEHELTRED
BB TR DA LT 19194E D HRE R Y 145, PR Je T b B S e R R . 58— ki
KEHAEZI I3 —ay S TORL LR, HIE, [BHD A2 LD FORET- DTSN T3,

FINE, B TR AL OB EIGELTUALRC 2R, LB HRROMEERICIEZ LD
PSR TLILDNETDHS, BIRET TORRE AT 22 LW HIC DL 53 LT
b, 5D HF G TR FTALDTH S,

The yoga (Western-style painting) artist Kojima Torajiro (1881-1929), who was active from the end of the Meiji
era to the beginning of the Showa era, i.e., from the end of the 1900s to the 1920s, presented his works mainly at
the Salon de la Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts in France and earned a reputation there. At the same time, having
received approval and funds from the businessman and entrepreneur Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943), he col-
lected modern European paintings and Middle Eastern antiquities, and brought them back to Japan. These
artworks collected in the interests of the public, “for the Japanese art world,” were put on public view soon after
they arrived in Japan. Once the Ohara Museum of Art was opened in 1930, they were put on permanent view
there. Together with his achievements as a painter, Kojima’s accomplishments from the point of view of the recep-
tion of modern European art and Middle Eastern art in Japan were significant too.

This article is a transcription and introduction of Kojima Torajiro’s diary. Kojima was a man who laid the foun-
dation of Ohara Museum of Art alongside Ohara Magosaburo, and the deciphering of his diary narrating the
course he had come along was a longtime wish at our museum. Needless to say, the information written in the
diary is important. In addition, in order to hereafter connect and compile the various pieces of information in the
diverse reference materials related to Kojima, his diary is expected to play a pivotal role as a principal document.
Nevertheless, as it was written rapidly as a personal recollection, Kojima’s diary is difficult to decipher. Although
it has occasionally been quoted, referred to, or reprinted in part, the diary itself has never been introduced as a
whole so far. In this article, as a start, Kojima’s diary of 1919, the first year of his second stay in Europe, is taken up.
It describes his first solo exhibition, which was held prior to his departure to Europe, and his life, studies, work on
his paintings, and mingling with old friends in Europe soon after the end of World War I.

At present, the transcription is unfortunately not yet fully accurate. The deciphering of Kojima’s diary requires
cross-references to a vast amount of information. By publicizing our findings to date, we hope that it might lead
to new information and contribute to further deciphering in the future.
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