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An Introduction to Kojima Torajiro’s Diary for 1919 (Taisho 8)
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The yoga (Western-style painting) artist Kojima Torajiro (1881-1929), who was active from the end of the Meiji
era to the beginning of the Showa era, i.e., from the end of the 1900s to the 1920s, presented his works mainly at
the Salon de la Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts in France and earned a reputation there. At the same time, having
received approval and funds from the businessman and entrepreneur Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943), he col-
lected modern European paintings and Middle Eastern antiquities, and brought them back to Japan. These
artworks collected in the interests of the public, “for the Japanese art world,” were put on public view soon after
they arrived in Japan. Once the Ohara Museum of Art was opened in 1930, they were put on permanent view
there. Together with his achievements as a painter, Kojima’s accomplishments from the point of view of the recep-
tion of modern European art and Middle Eastern art in Japan were significant too.

This article is a transcription and introduction of Kojima Torajiro’s diary. Kojima was a man who laid the foun-
dation of Ohara Museum of Art alongside Ohara Magosaburo, and the deciphering of his diary narrating the
course he had come along was a longtime wish at our museum. Needless to say, the information written in the
diary is important. In addition, in order to hereafter connect and compile the various pieces of information in the
diverse reference materials related to Kojima, his diary is expected to play a pivotal role as a principal document.
Nevertheless, as it was written rapidly as a personal recollection, Kojima’s diary is difficult to decipher. Although
it has occasionally been quoted, referred to, or reprinted in part, the diary itself has never been introduced as a
whole so far. In this article, as a start, Kojima’s diary of 1919, the first year of his second stay in Europe, is taken up.
It describes his first solo exhibition, which was held prior to his departure to Europe, and his life, studies, work on
his paintings, and mingling with old friends in Europe soon after the end of World War I.

At present, the transcription is unfortunately not yet fully accurate. The deciphering of Kojima’s diary requires
cross-references to a vast amount of information. By publicizing our findings to date, we hope that it might lead
to new information and contribute to further deciphering in the future.
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