KEZR=ERZE R ERREFERBICDOWT

On the Letters from Kojima Torajiro to Ohara Magosaburo
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MIZUSHIMA Hiroshi (Researcher, Yurinkai Foundation)
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YANAGISAWA Hideyuki (Senior Advisor, Ohara Art Foundation)
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Kojima Torajiro (1881-1929) received financial support from Ohara Magosaburo (1880-1943) from when he
entered Tokyo Bijutsu Gakko (Tokyo Fine Arts School) throughout his lifetime. Introduced here are forty letters
which Kojima wrote to Ohara while he was a student at the art school.

These letters remained at the Oharas’ principal residence in Kurashiki-shi, Okayama, and their existence was
confirmed through a survey undertaken by Mizushima Hiroshi, a researcher at Yurinkai Foundation, which runs
the former residence as OHARA HOUSE KATALYZER.

The contents of these letters not only reveal the course Kojima Torajiro followed but are considered as precious
documents for research on modern Japanese art history. Besides a reprint of the entire contents of Kojima’s letters
transcribed by Mizushima, Yanagisawa Hideyuki of Ohara Art Foundation explains the significance of each letter
and provides commentaries on the overall content.

The main points that can be grasped through these letters are the process of the production of Kojima Torajiro’s
Garden of Sympathy and Watermill in the Village, which were accepted for the art exhibition at Tokyo Industrial
Exposition, and his activities until he went to Europe. It has hitherto been assumed that Kojima’s five-year-long
stay in Europe was realized as a result of his success at the Industrial Exposition. However, these letters reveal that
Kojima had already harbored a fervent desire to go to Europe before that.

There are also descriptions of how Kuroda Seiki, who was Kojima’s teacher at Tokyo Fine Arts School and also
ajudge for the art exhibition at Tokyo Industrial Exposition, was involved in the production of those works and
the submission of them to the Exposition. This could also lead to a comparison with Aoki Shigeru, whose
Paradise under the Sea (Artizon Museum) was submitted to the same exhibition but received low marks, the
lowest third prize.
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