mHR/— b

EHELEMBOLZEFE=REHLTERED
BIEZRBIZOWT —UYIRARIRE—

A Report on the Surveying of the Sutra Tiles Excavated from An’yoji Daisan Kyozuka in the Kurashiki Archaeological Museum Collection
—Utilization of the “Hikari Takuhon” App—
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This is a report on the process of re-sorting and recording images of the sutra tiles excavated from An’yoji Daisan
Kyozuka (The Third Sutra Mound at An'yoji, a temple in Kurashiki) and kept at Kurashiki Archaeological Museum.

The sutra tiles in the third sutra mound in An’yoji are relics discovered on a hill behind the temple during an
excavation undertaken in 1958 (Showa 33). After the excavation, using water, each one of the tiles were separated,
the inscriptions were deciphered, and the sutras were identified. The tiles were then wrapped in paper and stored
in an upright position in wooden boxes. However, due to deterioration of the wrapping paper and wooden boxes
over time, there was a danger of the sutra tiles disintegrating. Therefore, in order to re-sort them, the damages
were recorded, and each tile was transferred into an individual tray. The sutra tiles have deteriorated severely, and
the re-sorting needs to be carried out little by little checking each one against the report. In addition to normal
photographs, “Hikari Takuhon,” i.e., optical rubbing, a unique image processing technology, has also been at-
tempted as a new form of recording them.

Even with “Hikari Takuhon” (optical rubbing), it is difficult to decipher the letters which have already worn
away. However, it has enabled us to confirm how the surface of the sutra tile was adjusted, lattice-shaped traces,
and the surfacing of hitherto unreported lines on picture tiles. While we do need to improve the precision of
utilization of the “Hikari Takuhon” app, we have found that it is an effective means to retain a lot of information.
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