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The oil painting Bird Cage (1925, Ohara Museum of Art) is one of the still lifes by Pablo Picasso dating from the mid-1920s,
when the artist adroitly combined multiple styles of painting including Cubism and classicism. The rich variations and
matiere of Picasso’s expressions in those still lifes were outstanding. He eagerly employed expressions utilizing scratching
and layering of paint, and created numerous oil paintings which would never have been realized without the premise that
a painting is composed of multiple layers of paint.

Consequently, this study focuses on Bird Cage, in which the artist made frequent use of scratching. How Picasso utilized
the multilayered structure of the paint on his painting was verified in two ways. Firstly, a scientific approach involving a
series of nondestructive, noncontact tests such as X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analysis. Secondly, an approach from copies,
observation records, and texts produced by Japanese artists of the time, particularly Thara Usaburo, who saw works by
Picasso in Paris.

As a result, scientific tests indicate that there is not much possibility of an image different from that on the surface layer
of Bird Cage existing on the underlayer. Nevertheless, it can be assumed that colors different from the painting on the sur-
face layer, particularly brown (burnt sienna), exist on the underlayer, which reinforces the hypothesis that this painting is
composed of multiple layers. This analysis also enabled us to understand how Picasso applied scratching not only to the
surface layer but also to the underlayer in what appears to be the traditional scribing method, thus making creative use of
the underlayer in diverse ways. Through a series of observations, Thara pointed out that Picasso retried his Cubist-period
experiments with his matiéres in 1925 employing paint only. Picasso’s pursuit of matiére originating in Cubism overlaps
closely with the development of his application of the multilayered structure of a painting and his use of the scratching
technique. The fact that it reached a certain height in the mid-1920s, when Cubism and classicism coexisted, indicates that
such coexistence was a phenomenon relating not only to Picasso’s subject matters and styles but to his techniques too.
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46,  Nature-morte au livre

| 48, ) Natore-morte an bras de platre

50, Femme sculplene.
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