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This study focuses on modern painting techniques, especially the utilization of multilayered compositions. To be

more precise, it makes a close examination of how the underlayer or former works are reused, and of expressions

making creative use of scratches, scrapes, or parts of the underlayer left unpainted. Furthermore, by visualizing

the kinetic process through which a painting is produced by means of scientific investigation, it aims to reveal

the art historic significance of such applications. In this study, Ciry (August 1940, Ohara Museum of Art) by

Matsumoto Shunsuke is examined as a work in which layering techniques employed in Western old master

paintings were applied. Several kinds of scientific tests were conducted on City this time, namely diagonal light

photography, ultraviolet photography, infrared photography, and X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analysis.

The results of the scientific tests undertaken in this study correspond basically to the process of multilayered

painting inferred from Matsumoto’s memos. For example, ultraviolet photographs show traces of varnish having

been applied. Infrared photographs reveal dilution of the glaze (transparent overcoat) layer and make the
matiere of the underlayer visible. Diagonal light photographs reveal the thick paint on the bright sections. XRF
analysis suggests that there were not so many different kinds of pigments employed. Such correspondence pro-

vides scientific evidence that Matsumoto employed classical layering techniques such as making use of the

underlayer by glazing and enhanced the dominant color by limiting the coloring. This suggests that

Matsumoto’s method of expression had a value of its own differing from conventional alla prima painting (wet-

on-wet approach).
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